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This timeline is the simultaneous account of the colonial 
history of French—and later Spanish—Louisiana and 
the thirteen English colonies that would become the 

United States. The French, Spanish, and English empires 
competed for land and resources in the New World. What 
eventually becomes the United States of America has 
been primarily shaped by a unique mixture of French, 
Spanish, English, Indigenous, and African cultures. By 

seeing the series of major events that shaped Louisiana 
and the American colonies, students can compare the 

similarities and differences between the two colonies as 
they eventually become one nation.

TWO PLACES. TWO STORIES.

1607

1620
The English, Dutch, Swedish, Puritans, and Quakers 
establish colonies in North America.1622-1733

Louis Jolliet and Jacques Marquette explore the Mississippi River. 1673
René-Robert Cavelier, sieur de La Salle, claims the Mississippi 
basin for France. He calls the territory La Louisiane.1682

Fort St. Jean Baptiste is established as the �rst permanent 
settlement in what will become the state of Louisiana.1716
Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville founds New Orleans 
as a French Colony. 1718
The �rst enslaved Africans are brought to Louisiana. Five years later, 
the Code Noir establishes rules for the colony’s enslaved people as 
well as its population of free people of color.

1719

There are thirteen English colonies on the East Coast of what will 
become the United States.

1750

1754

The French and Indian War of�cially ends when Great Britain and 
France sign the Treaty of Paris.1763

The Treaty of Fontainebleau gives much of colonial Louisiana
to Spain.1762

Acadians who had been expelled from Canada 
settle outside of New Orleans. 

1765-1770

The Boston Tea Party takes place.1773
The First Continental Congress meets and 
issues a Declaration of Rights1774
The American Revolution begins with the 
Battles of Lexington and Concord.1775

British Parliament passes the Stamp Act and the Quartering Act. 1765

French Creoles revolt against Spanish rule.1768
Alejandro O’Reilly takes control of Louisiana.1769
Isleños, immigrants from the Canary Islands, begin to arrive in Louisiana. 1770

The Second Continental Congress adopts 
the Declaration of Independence.

1776
The Continental Army defeats the British at the Battle of Saratoga, 
prompting the French to join the war as American allies.1777

The British surrender after the Battle of Yorktown.1781
The Peace of Paris o�cially ends the American Revolution.1783

Bernardo de Gálvez, the fourth governor of Spanish Louisiana, leads 
Louisiana militia troops against the British during the American Revolution.

1780

Spain returns Louisiana to France in the Third Treaty of San Ildefonso. 1800

1600

1650

Mid
1700s

1700

European colonists continue to expand
their settlements, and Native Americans

continue to resist the
European presence.

1770

The United States buys Louisiana 
from France in the Louisiana Purchase.

1803

The �rst successful English settlement in North America was 
established at Jamestown.

A small battle over control of Fort Duquesne 
in present-day Pennsylvania leads to a much 
larger con�ict called the French and Indian War.

A group of English people known as Pilgrims arrive in North America 
on the May�ower and establish Plymouth Colony.

AMERICA?
WHAT WAS LOUISIANA DOING

while America was becoming
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Marquette and Joliet Discover the Mississippi. Illustrated by William Sheppard 
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Rene-Robert Cavelier, sieur de La Salle (portrait). Published by Goupil and 
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shown in the book No Man’s Land: A History of El Camino Real by Louis Raphael 
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Landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth 11th Dec. 1620 Lithograph by  N. Currier, 
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The Thirteen Colonies at the End of the Colonial Period. University of Texas 
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An incised clay vessel found with the Tunica Treasure. Photographed by Brian 
Pavlich. Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities.

Military Commission Granted to Chief Okana-Stoté of the Cherokee by Governor 
Louis Billouart, Chevalier de Kerlérec. General Records of the Department of 
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Burgoyne’s Surrender At Saratoga. Edward Percy Moran, 1911. Meibohm Fine Art.
Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. Public Domain.

Hoisting American Colors, Louisiana Cession, 1803. Painting by Thure de 
Thulstrup. Commissioned by Louisiana Purchase Exposition, 1904. Louisiana 
State Museum. Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. Public Domain.


